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Legislative reforms were enacted in an effort to modify state rape statutes. Searles and 
Berger asserted that the major goals of the legislative reforms included (1) increasing the 
reporting of rape and enhancing the prosecution and conviction in rape cases, (2) improv-
ing the treatment of rape victims involved in the criminal justice process, (3) achieving com-
parability between the legal treatment of rape and other violent offenses, (4) prohibiting a 
broader range of coercive sexual conduct, and (5) expanding the range of persons protected 
by the law.178 Four major types of legislative reforms were identified: (1) redefinition of the 
offense, (2) evidentiary reforms, (3) statutory offenses, and (4) penal structure.179

Another example of how feminist criminologists have informed policies is in the area of 
gender-specific programming. The Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
established a funding opportunity to enhance programs specifically targeted to juvenile 
girls.180  Such programming gives females an increased sense of community. This sense 
of community has been associated with juveniles developing and integrating a healthy 
identity.181 Table 12.7 outlines factors associated with gender-specific programs for girls.

There have been efforts to incorporate these key factors of gender-specific services for 
female juvenile offenders. For instance, Bond-Maupin and her colleagues argued that 
intake officials recognized an appreciation of how gender, class, and race influence the 
lives of female juveniles.182 Other studies have also recommended that agencies providing 
services to female juveniles incorporate gender-specific or gender-responsive programs.183 
Such programming has also been recommended for adult female offenders with substance 
abuse problems,184 as well as for adult female prisoners.185
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THE VALENTINE FOUNDATION OUTLINED 14 FACTORS THAT SHOULD BE INCORPORATED 
IN A GENDER-SPECIFIC PROGRAM FOR GIRLS:

1. Ask girls who they are, what their lives are like, and what they need.

2. Allow girls to speak up and actively participate in the services they receive.

3. Assist girls with their family relationships and help them deal with family issues.

4. Assist girls in becoming grounded in some form of spirituality.

5. Allow staff more time and opportunity for building trusting relationships with girls.

6. Allow girls the safety and comfort of same-gender environments.

7. Provide girls with mentors who reflect girls’ lives and who model survival, growth, and change.

8. Assist girls with child care, transportation, and safe housing issues.

9. Maintain a diverse staff who reflect the girls served.

10. Weave a multicultural perspective through programming.

11. Teach girls strategies to overcome domestic violence, physical and sexual abuse, and substance
abuse.

12. Understand that relationships are central to girls’ lives; help girls maintain important connections
without sacrificing themselves to their relationships.

13. Connect girls with at least one capable and nonexploitive adult for an ongoing supportive relationship.

14. Promote academic achievement and economic self-sufficiency for girls.

Source: Valentine Foundation and Women’s Way. (1990). A conversation about girls. Bryn Mawr, PA: Valentine 
Foundation.
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